SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 26th October 2009 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs G G N White (Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Gale, P Jones, C Osborne, M Scott, R Smith, D Sharman, P Sharman and Mrs S Sutton. 
Together with Central Bedfordshire Councillor C Maudlin, Police Constable Lee Prutton and 1 member of the press.
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Broughton and Pettitt and from Central Bedfordshire Councillor Turner.  Cllr Sandhu was not present.
2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (68/09)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Sutton – Planning Application TPO/09/00112 and Item 10 Get Involved Fair as an employee of the RSPB.
 (b) Personal Interests 
Cllr Osborne - Planning Application TPO/09/00112 as his daughter is an employee of the RSPB.
Cllr D Sharman - Planning Application TPO/09/00112 as he is a volunteer at the RSPB.

Cllrs Gale, Osborne, D Sharman and White – Item 9.5 as they are Members of the Royal British Legion.
3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
(69/09)

PC Prutton produced new crime mapping figures, comparing crimes year on year.  There was some concern about the increase in crime and questions were asked about the anti-social behaviour figures.  These include such things as abandoned cars, perceived nuisance, alcohol crimes etc.
Speed data collection units are to be set up on the Sandy to Potton road, in Bedford Road, St Neots Road and Sunderland Road. PC Prutton was also making checks in those locations.

He reported that he would be holding a police surgery on Sunday 1st November between 12.00 and 1.00 in the Town Council office.

On 3rd November the police and fire service would be conducting an operation in the car park – marking items, fixing number plates and advising on safety.  Cllr Aldis expressed concern that Central Bedfordshire Council would not allow this event to take place in the Market Square.

4.  Oral questions from electors



(70/09)

(a)An elector asked if there were any plans to install an audio loop system for the hard of hearing in the Council Chamber and Tourist Information Centre.
The Premises Sub-committee was requested to consider this at its next meeting.

(b)Miss J Emery asked for an update on progress in attracting a major supermarket to the town.  The Clerk replied that there had been some initial interest from both supermarkets and land owners but that she had not had any further reports in recent weeks.  It was suggested that the initial approaches be followed up to see if progress had been made.
5.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council



(71/09)
(See list attached)
6.  Mayoral communications  






(72/09) 
19.9.09 
Presented the Biggleswade Chronicle's Fred
Simms Charity Cup to Janella Dankwa, a 12-year-old
Sandy girl who is sole carer for her deaf and visually impaired mother.
 
20.9.09 Attended the Mayor of Godmanchester's Civic Service at
St Mary's Church, Godmanchester.
 
21.9.09 Attended the High Sheriff of Bedfordshire's Service for the
Judiciary at St Paul's Church, Bedford
 

22.9.09 Visited an exhibition of photographs by Mr K Lynch at
Sandy Library
 

2.10.09 Attended the Chairman of the Council of Central

Bedfordshire's reception at Priory House, Chicksands.
7.10.09 Attended a charity chinese dinner and the Pride of
Houghton awards at Dunstable, organised by the Mayor of
Houghton Regis.
 

10.10.09 Visited "Get Involved!", the North Hertfordshire volunteers'
fair.
 

11.10.09 Attended a luncheon at DISC, Chicksands, in aid of the

Army Benevolent Fund.
 

12.10.09 
Hosted a visit to the Council Chamber by 2 teachers and
19 pupils (the School Council) from Sandye Place Middle
School as part of the Local Democracy week.
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6.  Mayoral Communications     (72/09)   (Cont)

14.10.09 Attended the Annual General Meeting of the Hospice at
Home Volunteers charity at St John's, Moggerhanger.
 

17.10.09 Attended the Mayor of Stevenage's Civic Reception, Dinner
and Dance at the Stevenage Arts and Leisure Centre.
 

18.10.09 Attended a charity concert presented by the Mayor of St
Neots at the Priory Centre, St Neots. 
19.10.09  Together with other Members of the Council, attended the funeral of Wing Commander H A (Tony) Smith, President of Sandy (22 Squadron) ATC.
20.10.09 Attended the Mayor of Dunstable's Charity Italian Evening
at Dunstable.
 

22.10.09 Attended, the Annual General Meeting of the Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils at St Mark's Church Community Centre, Brickhill.
 

25.10.09 Attended the Mayor of Flitwick's Civic Service at the
Church of St Peter and St Paul, Flitwick.
PAST MAYOR- Cllr Osborne
3.10.09 Attended with Mrs Osborne the Mayor of March’s Charity

Evening Dinner.

The Mayor spoke about the Annual General Meeting of the Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils, where a talk was given on the East-West rail link.  Bedford, like Sandy, is in favour of the northern route.

Resolved: That the Mayor be requested to contact the Mayor of Bedford Borough Council with regard to co-operation over the East-West rail link.

The Mayor then invited Members to attend three forthcoming functions: on 6.11.09 at 5.00 pm a reception for the Polish delegation in the Council Chamber; on 8.11.09 the Remembrance Day Parade and Service; and on 6.12.09 the Christmas Fun Day lunch at the Queen’s Head.

7.  Minutes and Reports           (73/09)
To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

(a) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 14th September 2009.  It was pointed out under the Mayoral Communications a date reading 6.9.10 should read 6.9.09 and that an “s” had been missed from the word “his”. 
Resolved: That the minutes, with the amendments above, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.
(b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 7th September 2009. Recommendations passed on 14th September 2009. It was pointed out that the wording at the foot of page two had been repeated at the top of page three and should be removed.

Resolved: That the minutes, with the amendment above, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

Recommendations:There were none.
(c) Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 21st September 2009.  It was pointed out that the word “been” should be added after the word “had” in Items 7 and 8.

Resolved: That the minutes, with the amendments above, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record and that Exempt Minute no P42/09 remain as an exempt item.

Recommendations: 9.
Playbuilder



(P41/09)
Resolved: That the Deputy Clerk replies to Central Bedfordshire Council, that the Council is broadly in favour of the idea and that the Council is able to provide additional funding to the project from Section 106.  


(d) Special Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 5th October 2009. The words “A member of the public spoke about Planning Application CB/09/05973” should be added to Item 3.

Resolved: That the minutes, with the amendment above, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

Recommendations:There were none.

7.  Minutes and Reports 

(cont)



(73/09)

(e) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 19th October 2009. The words “A member of the public spoke about Planning Application CB/09/06127” should be added to Item 3.

Resolved: That the minutes, with the amendment above, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

Recommendations:There were none.

8. Reports from Representatives 





(74/09)
(a)  Cllr Aldis reported on the Community Safety Forum which had been held on the previous Wednesday.  The three safety priorities chosen for attention were: Heavy Goods Vehicles in the High Street, Anti-social behaviour in the Engayne Avenue area and street lighting.

(b) The Mayor reported on the Town Plan Steering Group which was continuing with consultation activities at the library, Gunns bakery, Trudy’s deli and Sandra’s hair salon. Members of the group had handed out consultation papers to railway commuters.  Central Bedfordshire Council has approved a £2,000 project grant.
9.  Clerk’s Report 








(75/09)
9.1  Accounts 01.04.09 to 30.09.09 
Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for September 2009, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.
9.2 Quarterly Accounts – Quarter Ended 30.9.09
Resolved:  That the Quarterly Income and Expenditure Statement ending 30th September 2009 be received and approved.

9.3 Action for Market Towns Conference 13th & 14th October 2009
The Clerk answered questions on the report and it was received.
9.4 Playbuilder scheme – Bedford Road Recreation Ground
Resolved: That the design presented by Central Bedfordshire Council be accepted and that £31,405 should be taken from the Town Council’s section 106 money to pay for part of the scheme.

9.  Clerk’s Report 

(Cont)




(75/09)
9.5 Grant Application from Royal British Legion
Resolved: That £200 be granted under the Town Council’s Power of Wellbeing to the Royal British Legion to assist in entertaining delegations from Malaunay and Skarszewy.
9.6 Annual Return 2008/2009

The External Auditor’s report on the Annual Return, together with two items drawn to the attention of Council were considered.

Resolved: (a) That with regard to the Assets Valuation, having considered the advice given, Council feels that the cost involved far outweighs the benefits and thus does not sanction an annual asset valuation.

(b) That the action taken with regard to the War Stock be noted.
(c) That the External Auditor’s report on the Annual Return be noted and approved.
10. Get involved Fair



(76/09)

The Mayor’s report, which was previously circulated, was received and considered.

Resolved: That a Working Group, consisting of Cllrs White, Gale, Smith and Bartlett be set up to consider the details of the proposed volunteer fair.
11.  Oral questions from Electors 




(77/09)
There were none.

12.  Press Release 








(78/09)
Resolved: That no press release is considered necessary
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	15/10/09

80/09
	TPO/09/00112

Mr G Wilton-Jones

RSPB

Gatehouse

RSPB The Lodge

Potton Road

Sandy

SG19 2DL
	Tree Preservation Order: Prune one silver birch within the grounds of the RSPB


	Resolved: No objection
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